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Welcome to the Triangle!

Bordered on the north by Colfax Avenue, on the east by 

Lincoln Street, and on the southwest by Speer Boulevard, the 

Golden Triangle is a neighborhood where life, work, art and 

culture merge in a unique urban experience. Civic Center Park  

is our front yard; Evans School is at the heart of the Triangle;  

and History Colorado, the Denver Public Library and the 

Denver Art Museum are our cultural lifeblood. 

A Trio of Tours charts the significant architecture of the 

Golden Triangle neighborhood. Three points in time are 

highlighted—first through an illustrated timeline, and then  

individually, in separate self-guided walking tours: the Civic 

Center of 1928; Gasoline Alley, emphasizing the architecture 

of the automobile showrooms along Broadway and Lincoln from 

1921 to 1950; and Acoma: Avenue of the Arts with a focus 

on the historic architecture of  community—school, church, 

business, homes—and their present roles in the Triangle.

Golden Triangle Association

Forward



The front yard of the Golden Triangle is Civic Center Park—

a legacy of  Mayor Robert Speer’s City Beautiful plan. His vision 

placed the State Capitol at the crown of a central plaza to preserve 

mountain views, create inviting public gathering places and unify 

state and municipal buildings. Today, the park and buildings are 

part of the Civic Center Historic District and are listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places. The Civic Center Walking 

Tour highlights the architecture and art of this historic era. 

The evolution of the Golden Triangle neighborhood is inextricably 

linked to the automobile. Broadway became the “Automobile 

Row” of Denver. A new architecture for car showrooms, dubbed 

“cathedrals of commerce,” emerged as steam, electric and 

gas-powered machines vied for competitive advantage in the 

race to become the car of the future. Gasoline Alley Walking 

Tour explores the phenomenon of the “romance of the car.”

Acoma: Avenue of the Arts Walking Tour focuses on the 

Triangle’s residential past when middle to upper middle class 

homes graced what was then called the Civic Center neighborhood. 

Although much has been lost in the Triangle, two significant 

structures, the Byers-Evans House and Evans School, are listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places.

Each of the three walking tours celebrates one of the Triangle’s 

defining moments—the City Beautiful movement, Automobile 

Row and the Civic Center area as neighborhood.

Timeline

Your tour begins with a timeline detailing the period from 1883 

to 1932. It provides an overview and historical context for the 

viewing and understanding of the significance of the buildings 

included on each of the walks.

For clarity and ease of use, the photographs in the timeline 

feature color-coded and numbered circles referencing the 

building’s location on the Golden Triangle map in the back 

of this booklet. The text features quotes from the actual time 

period of building construction when newspaper and magazine 

sources were available. This text is credited and denoted in “quotation 

marks.” Italicized text is written from today’s contemporary point of view. 

Text defined in light green boxes follows the progression of plans 

for Civic Center and blue boxes indicate buildings that have 

been torn down and hence lost in the Triangle.

Walking Tours

The three walking tour sections are formatted with the same 

color-coded and numbered circles which reference the building’s 

location on the Golden Triangle map in the back of the booklet. 

Number sequencing indicates where to start and the order in  

which to explore the architecture. The text is also formatted 

with quotes and italicized contemporary commentary. 
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Introduction
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User Guide



1883

Byers-Evans House

1310 Bannock

Architect unknown

Victorian eclectic

Eclectic with Italianate detailing, 

the home features tall windows with 

decorative lintels, leaded glass, a  

gracious porch and second-story 

balcony. Originally built for Rocky 

Mountain News publisher, William N. 

Byers, it was sold to William G. Evans 

in 1889, and expanded in 1898.

Saint Mark’s Church 

1160 Lincoln

Lang & Pugh, Architect

Gothic and Romanesque Revival

1889
circa

                        Grace Methodist Episcopal Church and Evans Chapel, built in 1889, were 

located across the street from the Byers-Evans House. In 1959, Grace Church was torn down, 

but Evans Chapel was saved and moved to the campus of Denver University. 

1889

Western Architect & Building News, Oct., 1889 

“St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Twelfth and 

Lincoln Avenue: cost, $70,000: Early English 

style; buff Longmont sandstone trimmings. 

The rectory adjoins the church, and is 

of the same style; also constructed of 

Longmont sandstone. 

“In the nave is a seating capacity of 500… The 

rector’s study is in the second story of the 

tower; and in the basement of the building 

is a capacious Sunday school room…”

4

14

Denver Public Library: John A. Trendel
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National Register of Historic Places

National Register of Historic Places

Denver Public Library

Denver Public Library

Denver Public Library: Henry William Jackson

Denver Public Library

Lost in the Triangle:

View at 14th and Broadway showing 

Grace Church spire (circa 1915.)

Interior view of St. Mark’s showing black 

ash woodwork and Gothic arches.
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1891

1904

 901-907 Acoma 

Andrews & Jacques

Richardsonian Romanesque

Evans School 

1115 Acoma

David W. Dryden

Colonial Revival

19

17

National Register of Historic Places

United States Mint

W. Colfax & Delaware

James Knox Taylor, 

Second Renaissance Revival

National Register of Historic Places-Civic Center Historic District

Records show a permit in 1891 for a double brick dwelling, architect, Andrew & Jacques, 

for Mrs. E. J. Holliday on the corner of South15th (Acoma) as well as the two brick dwellings 

(seen in the photo) on 9th Avenue, J. J. Huddart, Architect.

1904

5

Rocky Mountain News, December 25, 1904

“The building cost $130,000 and is said to be the most modern and best equipped 

school building in the West and one of the finest in the United States. It has fifteen 

regular school rooms and other rooms for kindergarten, tool and shop work, and 

cooking, and will soon accommodate about 750 pupils. Chief among its features 

are…a large space on the roof…for the physical culture classes and an auditorium…”

DPL: Louis Charles McClure

DPL: Rocky Mountain Photo Co.
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DPL: Louis Charles McClure
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Denver Municipal Facts, Nov. 12, 1910:  

“Main entrance to Denver Mint where 

Uncle Sam has $300,000 in Gold and 

Silver coin stored in its vaults.”

Rocky Mountain News, Dec. 31, 1904

“This magnificent structure was finished late in  

the year…The material is granite and stone, and  

the inside finishings are the finest that could 

be had. The government did not stint one cent 

in the construction of this great building.”
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Charles M. Robinson Plan-1906 Frederick Macmonnies Plan-1907 

1910

Denver Municipal Facts, February 12, 1910

“It is of the Grecian style of architecture. The order being Corinthian and the color  

effect from a distance is pure white. The structure is built of Colorado material,  

Turkey Creek sandstone from the quarries near Pueblo.

“The interior finish of the building is plain and the characteristic dignity of design that  

characterizes the exterior has been carried out to the letter.”

Denver Public Library 

144 West Colfax Avenue

Albert R. Ross, Architect

Classic Grecian Corinthian

   The Civic Center was first suggested by Mayor Robert Speer in 1904 as part of the 

“City Beautiful” plan, but voter objections to the $3,000,000 cost forced many re-designs.  

The city, and eventually voters, endorsed the less costly plan of sculptor Frederick Macmonnies.

Denver Municipal Facts, May 14, 1910

[The advantage of the Macmonnies Plan]…“there would be secured an open space of 

far more adequate proportion and much more symmetry. The plan was not ideal. It 

utilized, for instance, the back of the Library instead of the front of it, and it needed for 

completion the construction of a new Court House…But at least it seemed to make 

practicable and feasible a very good Civic Center, that would emphasize and dignify 

the state capital, that would harmonize discordant street intersections, and would 

make possible a grouping of public buildings around a monumental and imposing plaza.”

1904 - 1909

6

National Register of Historic Places: Civic Center Historic District

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure 1913 Civic Center 

7

circa    1912
Lost in the Triangle:

The first automobile showrooms, 

began in converted storefronts. In 

the1890s, Tom Botterill sold Pierce 

bicycles from his shop at 1717 California. When Pierce got into “horseless buggies,” Botterill 

handled them as a sideline. In 1904 he sold 40 cars, by 1912 he had moved to 1278 

Broadway—selling Pierce and Hudson.

Rocky Mountain News, November 21,1948

“ The problem of the dealer, as well as the manufacturer, in the early days of the industry  

was to foretell whether gas, steam or electric power would be the successful car of  

the future. Botterill decided that the steamer wouldn’t last, since it was too cumbersome. 

He couldn’t decide between the electric and gas—the former had a range short of 

50 miles and the latter delighted in breaking arms while being cranked. 

“ Botterill hedged. He kept his successful Pierce Arrow, added Hudsons and Dodges 

for his gas line; and took on Columbus, Rauch-Lang and Pope-Hartford. What was 

responsible for the ultimate swing to gas was the…self-starter…”

Denver Municipal Facts, January, 1911

“February will see the buying of the properties 

that stand in the way [of the Civic Center]…

Buildings will be torn down; an army of 

men will plow and grade and smooth the 

dismantled earth…”

The Denver Republican, July 19, 1912

“The Park Commission noted closely [Frederick Law] Olmsted’s views with regard to 

the desirability of eliminating, so far as possible, the two triangles in the civic center, 

and the consensus…that additional land adjoining the civic center on the south, 

between West Thirteenth and West Fourteenth avenues and between Broadway 

and Bannock Street, should be condemned and acquired…”

Denver Public Library

Denver Public Library: George L. Beam

Denver Public Library

Bates Triangle demolished 
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1919

1920 West Colfax at 

Cheyenne Place 

Fisher & Fisher

Neoclassical Revival

W. 14th at Acoma

Marean and Norton

Neoclassical Revival

Denver Municipal Facts, 1921:  The newly completed Civic Center during the 1920 Auto Show.

Colonnade of the Benefactors 

 Greek Theater

Voorhies Memorial

Circa 1919 photo showing Ford O’Meara Green Motor 

Company in the current Denver Public Library location.

Denver Municipal Facts, May 14, 1910

[Excerpt of Mayor Speer’s address 1909] “The central plaza will harmonize irregular 

plattings. It will provide magnificent mountain views…it will give us a center in which 

our citizens and strangers may gather in the evenings under the fairyland of electric 

lights, surrounded by fountains, flowers, plants and statues, and listen to the finest 

music that the city can procure.”

Denver Municipal Facts, September, 1920

“The Voorhies Gateway, by Fisher & Fisher, is already more than half completed. 

Balancing colonnades curve toward a central triumphal arch which faces its counterpart  

in the Greek Theatre opposite, erected by Marean & Norton. Of Colorado sandstone  

in warm tones it stands a dignified memorial and monument of art, big in spirit by its 

very simplicity and richness of color. ”

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure

DPL: Denver Municipal Facts Photo

3

2

The cupola of Evans School is visible in the distance.

1925 Cullen-Thompson Motor Company

1000 Broadway 

J. J. B. Benedict, Architect

French Gothic

11

Walter P. Chrysler attended the opening of this three-story “cathedral of commerce,”  

in 1925. An architectural gem, the building features an ornate terra cotta façade  

with fretwork, roof finials and stained glass windows with the Chrysler  “wing” logo.

1920
9

Built for auto dealer, Tom Botterill, the showroom fronted Lincoln Street and the garage, 

13th Avenue. The exterior Gothic detailing is imitation caen stone, cast caen stone capitals, 

leaded glass display windows and steel sash windows with lintels and brick sills. Interior 

finishes included oak paneling, marble base, imitation caen stone and plaster cornices.

Dodge Brothers Motors

1278 Lincoln

Fisher & Fisher

Gothic
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City and County Building

1437 Bannock 

Allied Architects Association

Robert K. Fuller, lead architect

Neoclassical

1929 to 1932

 Robert W. Speer, mayor of Denver for eleven years, died in 1919. His 

“City Beautiful” Civic Center vision came to fruition in 1932 with the completion  

of the City and County Building. The “triangles” Frederick Law Olsted objected to  

in 1911 were removed, and, to add symmetry as well as slow traffic, both 14th  Avenue 

and Colfax Avenue were curved between Broadway and Bannock St. 

As automobiles became the preferred 

mode of transportation, a new type of  

architecture—for garages, repair and 

service stations—emerged. 

Bow truss roofs provided wide, unimpeded 

expanses for maneuverability.

Garage/Car Repair

8th and Speer Boulevard

Mayor Stapleton at the ground 
breaking ceremony, March, 1929.
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Denver Public Library: Oscar E. Lindevall
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circa
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Lost in the Triangle:

In 1928, the Denver Public Library published The Lookout

 as “a guide to things worth seeing in the field of art in Denver 

of today.” The tour was prepared in “cordial co-operation” by 

the Fine Arts Committee of the City Club of Denver.

A beautifully written period piece, the guide was originally 

published without photography—it is illustrated here to 

juxtapose the art and architecture of the 1928 Civic Center 

with that of the current Civic Center. 

Denver’s City and County Building had not been built in 1928, 

although City Beautiful plans had envisioned an architectural  

balance to the Capitol in the early 1900s. Today, three of the 

buildings noted have been renovated for different functions. 

The Denver Public Library at 144 West Colfax Avenue served 

the city for forty-six years until a new library, designed 

by architect Burnham Hoyt, was built in 1956 at 14th and 

Broadway. (An expansion to the Library in 1995, by architect 

Michael Graves, incorporates the Burnham Hoyt building.) In 

1956, the original Library was converted for the Denver Water 

Board offices and lost much of its interior detail as well as 

its exterior entry stairway in an extensive remodel.

Saint Mark’s served as an Episcopal Church for 115 years. 

In 1994, it was renovated for “The Church” nightclub. The 

Eugene Field House was moved in 1930 to its present location 

in Washington Park.

Step back in time with the 1928 Civic Center Walking Tour.

1928Civic Center Walking Tour 
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“Denver Artist, and at that time at the head of the Municipal 

Art Commission. The treatment of the later addition to the 

Civic Center, surrounding the Voorhies Memorial, was the 

work of Irvin McCrary, landscape architect, of Denver.

Colonnade of Civic Benefactors 

“On the south side of the Civic Center is the Colonnade of 

Civic Benefactors. It is classical in architecture with Ionic 

columns and surrounds an open-air theatre. It is designed 

in the order of the Erectheum at Athens. Marean and 

Norton were the architects.

Voorhies Memorial  

“Across the Civic Center, as a structural balance to the Colonnade 

of the Benefactors, stands the Voorhies Memorial, Fisher & 

Fisher, architects. It is in the form of a triumphal arch with 

curved supporting wings, made up of Ionic columns roofed.

1

“I pray you, let us satisfy our eyes with the memorials and things of 

fame that do renown this city.”

—TWELFTH NIGHT

“When we build, let us not think that we build forever. Let it not be 

for the present delight nor for present use alone. Let it be such 

work as our descendants will thank us for, and let us think as 

we lay stone on stone, that a time is to come when these stones 

will be held sacred because our hands have touched them, and 

that men will say as they look upon the labor and wrought 

substance of them, ‘See! This our Fathers did for us.”      

                                                                         —JOHN RUSKIN

“In the growth of all cities, a time is reached when they begin 

unconsciously to take stock of themselves. They realize that beside 

the physical aspect of a city, which includes population, area, 

bank clearings, factory payroll, and hosts of similar statistics, 

there is another side—that which appeals to the aesthetics.

“…They ask themselves—what have we to interest our residents 

after we have satisfied their purses? What thoughts do our visitors 

take with them to their homes? Do they remember our music, 

our art galleries and libraries, our architecture?

“With the above thoughts in mind, the City Club is not attempting 

with this booklet to state what period of growth Denver has 

reached, but to point out to Denver’s interested residents, visitors 

and friends its noteworthy accomplishments in the field of art.

“This has been done by suggesting the following short trip:

Civic Center

“From the front steps of the Capitol, a fine view is obtained of 

Denver’s Civic Center around which, it is contemplated, will be 

located the principal state and municipal buildings.

“The conceptions and final acquisition of the Civic Center is in 

great measure to be credited to the genius of Robert W. Speer, the 

mayor of Denver for eleven years previous to his death in 1919.

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure

2

3

“Attention is drawn to two mural decorations 

by Allen True, depicting the life of the ‘Trapper’ 

and the ‘Prospector.’

Denver Public Library: Louis Charles McClure
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Public Library 

“The Public Library, largely a gift of Andrew 

Carnegie, is in Roman Corinthian style, 

the façade marked by a long colonnade 

of slender fluted shafts capped with 

Acanthus leaves. Randolph Ross 

was the architect. 

“On the ceiling are interesting mural 

paintings by Allen True, which 

depict western animals. 

“Although preeminently a painter 

of pioneer and Indian life, he has 

marvelously executed these murals 

in the spirit of Greek vase painting. 
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Denver Public Library

4

Denver Public Library

“An interesting comparison between the Colonnade of the 

Benefactors and the Voorhies Memorial, lies in the discovery 

that, in laying out the double-curved colonnade of the former, 

the architects added an extra column to the outer tier, while, 

in the case of the Voorhies Memorial, there are the same number 

of columns in both the outer and inner curves, presenting as 

it did, the difficult problem of correct spacing between the 

columns of both curves.

DPL: Rocky Mountain Photo Company

6

The New Municipal Building  

“The entire block on Bannock Street facing the Civic Center 

is to be the site of the new Municipal Building, a pretentious 

undertaking on the part of the city to erect the most impressive 

structure in the community. 

“A design has been proposed, which represents the combined 

thought of thirty-five leading Denver architects, namely the 

local chapter of the American Institute of Architects, affiliated 

for this particular undertaking, as the Allied Architects.

“The problem confronting the designers was to conceive a building 

which would harmonize with the structures now on the Civic 

Center, all classical in character, and to close, with the Municipal 

Building, the western side of the Civic Center.

“The design developed by The Allied Architects adheres closely 

to classic precedents, the outstanding feature being the convex, 

curved façade of engaged Doric columns, with the center of 

interest focused on the large central Corinthian portico. Further 

accent to the design is given by the central clock tower.

5

United States Mint

“The United States Mint stands at West Colfax and Cherokee. 

Designed in the style of the Italian Renaissance fortress palaces, 

it resembles the Riccardi Palace of Florence in its rusticated 

masonry, arched windows and cornice design. The two large 

lamps at the entrance are distinctly Florentine. Although 

Riccardi Palace has one more story and is built around a court, 

the same general proportions have been skillfully retained.
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Denver Public Library
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Pioneer Monument

“Returning on West Colfax to Broadway, 

brings one to the historical point where  

the early cross-country ox-team routes 

from the Missouri River reached Denver—  

the end of the trail, now commemorated 

by the Pioneer Monument, Frederick  

Macmonnies, sculptor. Particularly notable is 

one of the lower groups entitled, ‘ The Pioneer Mother.’

[The monument was dedicated in 1911.]

Eugene Field’s House

“Directly across West Colfax Avenue from the Mint stands 

a little cottage, the home in the early days of the poet and 

humorist, Eugene Field. [Moved to Washington Park in 1930.]

7

8Saint Mark’s Church  

“…One should go to Saint Mark’s Church, at East Twelfth 

Avenue and Lincoln, for enjoyment of the brilliantly executed 

altar reredos,“The Ascension and the Angels,” by Albert Byron 

Olson, Denver Artist. The painting is a triptych, designed to 

harmonize with the Gothic interior, and is notable for its subtle 

gradations in color and its spiritual treatment of the subject”

[No longer viewable.]

Gasoline Alley
W a l k i n g  t o u r

Denver’s first auto was delivered in May, 1899. At the end 

of 1904, the Rocky Mountain News reported 500 licensed 

automobiles in Denver, by 1910, there were 5,220. Ownership 

exploded in 1919 to a total of 104,865 automobiles. 

Broadway and Lincoln in the Golden Triangle played host to an 

amazing array of showrooms devoted to every make of  

automobile—even a partial list illustrates the impact of the 

car: Baker Electric, Stanley Steamer, Pierce Arrow, Essex, Ford, 

Locomobile, Hupmobile, Hudson, Franklin, Studebaker, REO, 

Cadillac, Chrysler, Buick, Nash, Dodge, Pontiac, Packard, 

Peerless, Willys, Overland, Kissel, Thomas Flyer, Oldsmobile. 

As Automobile Row emerged, the support businesses of service 

garages and stations also began appearing throughout the 

neighborhood creating a commercial zone and leaving a 

definitive architectural mark on the Triangle.

Today, Rickenbaugh Cadillac is the only operating automobile 

dealership in the neighborhood, but “showroom gems” still exist 

in the Triangle and have been renovated to house diverse 

businesses and cultural institutions.

The Gasoline Alley Walking Tour explores the architecture 

of Denver’s romance with the automobile.

 The marvelous motoring icon, above, appeared in 

 the “Automobile Department,” City Directory, 1918.
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Rocky Mountain News, Feb. 6, 1921

“One of the most compact and most convenient 

sales and service buildings to be found anywhere 

in America. Such is the opinion of experts regarding the new three-story 

structure just completed at 1156 Broadway by the Automobile Sales 

corporation, Franklin and Studebaker distributor. . . A viaduct from Lincoln 

Street to the second floor, a sloping driveway from the second floor to the  

third, and another from the main floor to basement do away with all need  

of elevators. . .The plans were drawn by J. M. Hyder, architect…and the 

Denver Terra Cotta company made the terrific terra cotta for the front.”

1921 Colorado Ballet

Dodge Brothers

1278 Lincoln

Fisher and Fisher

Gothic Revival

9

1921 Howard Lorton

Franklin Studebaker

1156 Broadway

J. M. Hyder

Commercial Style

The smoke stack, water tower and stained glass windows of the service garage 

on 13th Avenue are gone now, but the architectural detailing and leaded glass 

windows of the showroom remain in what is now the home of Colorado Ballet.
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Rocky Mountain News March 14, 1926

“A striking monument to Denver’s progress and 

development in the last two years and a half has 

been erected by the Cullen-Thompson Motor Co.,

Colorado distributor for the Chrysler automobile.

“The building probably is the most beautiful as well as modern of its kind in the 

West, combining a host of practical features with Gothic architecture which provides 

something new in the way of design.

“Ivory-tinted terra cotta, with a faint undertone of rose pink, has been used for the 

outside and the effect produced is unusually ar tistic. Flood lights will illuminate 

the entire front of the building at 

night.  The interior of the building 

leaves nothing to be desired. The 

sales room, enough to cause an art  

student to gasp with delight, has  

been built with tiled floors, pressed 

stone stairways and balustrades, 

leading to the mezzanine, and 

Gothic decorations…on the ceiling 

and in the painted glass windows.

“The first impression received on entering the sales room is of the imposing stairway. 

It resembles an old photograph of the interior of an Italian palace, with its symmetrically 

curved balustrades and paneled wall at the first landing. The building was designed 

by J. B. Benedict, one of the leading architects of the West.”

1926 Sports Authority

Cullen-Thompson Motor

1100 Broadway

J. J. B. Benedict

Gothic Revival

11
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1926
Denver Integrated Imaging

Willys-Overland Inc.

935 Broadway

Commercial Style

12

1950

Rickenbaugh Cadillac

777 Broadway

Fisher & Fisher, expansion

International Style

13

Jeff Lukes

Rocky Mountain News, Nov. 21, 1926

“The retail showroom is of unusual dimension, being 100 feet wide and 43 feet 

deep, without a post or pillar to interfere with the showing of new automobiles. By 

bringing this amount of floor space into use the showing of every model and 

type in the complete Willys-Overland line is allowed…The finish of this room 

is Craftex; the floor is tiled in a rich brown shade.

“A feature of the new building is the huge electric sign of a type entirely new 

to Denver. This is known as a “Neon Flame” sign…”

Cervi’s Journal, January 12, 1950

“The Rickenbaugh Cadillac Co. is busy with 

plans for…expansion that will give it a 

commanding position on Broadway’s 

Automobile Row by summer of this year.”

R. L. Rickenbaugh began working for Cadillac in1928 and became Denver’s second 

distributor in1944 with the purchase of R. R. Hall Cadillac. Rickenbaugh expanded 

his 777 Broadway location in 1950 with a modernist, International style showroom 

featuring a flat roof, unornamented horizontal lines, corner wrapped windows and 

cantilevered sign facia.

Jeff Lukes

Jeff Lukes

Acoma : Avenue of the Arts

Walking Tour

As Denver expanded in the late 19th century and the location 

of the State Capitol was determined, the area currently known 

as the Golden Triangle experienced a residential building boom. 

The Byers-Evans House exemplifies the era’s middle class, 

single-family home and the 901 - 907 Acoma Street dwelling 

provides a stately example of a multi-family home.

By the early 20th century however, whole blocks of houses were 

leveled west of the Capitol to clear the way for Civic Center 

Park. People began moving further from downtown as streetcars  

made outlying areas more accessible. And with the advent of 

the automobile, the Triangle experienced its most dramatic 

change as Broadway and nearby residential streets gave way to 

new types of architecture developed specifically for the car.

Today, the Golden Triangle is re-emerging as an urban 

community as new and renovated lofts as well as businesses 

are being developed in the area. Acoma Street is master planned 

as an Avenue of the Arts to link the neighborhood to Civic 

Center Park, the Denver Public Library, History Colorado and 

the Denver Art Museum.

A few, prize architectural gems still exist on Acoma Street, and 

just to the west, Bannock Street and Cherokee Street. Together 

they form the Acoma: Avenue of the Arts Walking Tour.
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circa    1907

Finely crafted buff and red brickwork creates the 

arch, quoins and impost entryways. Circular detailing  

reveals a double brick wall in a distinctive parapet. 

1301-1309 Bannock

213-217 W. 13th  Ave.

Mission Revival

15

1883
Byers-Evans 

House Museum

1310 Bannock

Architect unknown

Victorian Eclectic

14

1920
Cadillac Lofts

Cadillac Motor Co.

1080 Cherokee

Fisher & Fisher 

Commercial Style

16

From the notes of: Fisher & Fisher, 1919

“The character of construction is to be 

a combination of steel and concrete and 

mill construction…The windows and 

frames will be of steel and glass and the 

brickwork will consist of the best grade  

of hard burned brick and faced with a 

stiff mud brick of the best quality.”

The former residence of Rocky 

Mountain News founder, William  

Byers, and later, Denver Tramway officer William Evans, the house is now a museum. 

Restored by the Colorado Historical Society to the years between 1912 and 1924,  

the residence features period interior finishes and Evans’ family furnishings.

Denver Public Library

Jeff Lukes

Jeff Lukes
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1904

A neighborhood treasure, Evans School is at the heart of the Golden Triangle. Its cupola 

and copper dome, perhaps the school’s most distinctive feature, is visible from many 

points in Denver. Designed to serve as a model for other schools, it served the public 

for sixty-nine years.  Listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1980, it is 

currently being renovated.

17

Curious Theater Co. 

Swedish Evangelical 

Free Church

1080 Acoma

Architect unknown

Early Century; Eclectic

1889

The buff brick façade with tracery window and arch 

entry detailing is actually a later addition to the 

original church. The façade location, now on the 

interior, forms the entry to the theater’s seating. 
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Evans School 

1115 Acoma

David W. Dryden

Classical Revival

1892
901 Acoma

Andrews & Jacques

Richardsonian Romanesque

19

This red brick and stone four-plex is now converted to  

offices. It features brick and massive stone detailing at 

the base, in quoin work and in the double entry arches.
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DPL: Rocky Mountain Photo Co.
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Denver Mint: 1904

320 West Colfax Avenue

City & County Building

New Municipal Building: 1932

1437 Bannock

Voorhies Memorial: 1922

Civic Center Park at West Colfax 

Denver Public Library: 1910

144 West Colfax Avenue

Colonnade of the Benefactors 

Greek Theater: 1919

Civic Center Park at West 14th

Byers-Evans House: 1883

1310 Bannock

Colorado Ballet

Dodge Brothers Motors: 1920

1278 Lincoln

Howard Lorton

Franklin Studebaker: 1921

1156 Broadway

Evans School: 1904

1115 Acoma

Acoma Center

Swedish Evangelical 

Free Church: 1889 

1080 Acoma

Sports Authority

Cullen-Thompson Motors: 1925

1000 Broadway

Denver Digital Imaging

Willys-Overland Motors: 1927

 935 Broadway

901-907 Acoma: 1891
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Civic Center: 1904-1932

Pioneer Monument: 1911

Between Broadway, West Colfax 

and Cheyenne Place

1301 - 1309 Bannock: 1905

Cadillac Lofts

Hall Cadillac Co: 1920

1080 Cherokee

Acoma: Avenue of the Arts

Walking Tour
Gasoline Alley
W a l k i n g  t o u r

1928 Civic Center Walking Tour 
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13 Rickenbaugh Cadillac: 1950

777 Broadway

8 The Church

Saint Mark’s Church: 1889

1160 Lincoln 
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Presenting Sponsors:

9NEWS, Westword, Rocky Mountain News, Rickenbaugh Cadillac/Volvo

Gold Sponsors:

Colorado History Museum, Denver Art Museum, Denver Public Library, 
Denver Community Federal Credit Union, Egan Printing, Gart Sports, 
Howard Lorton Galleries, Humphries Poli Architects, Mile High 
Development, Noble Erickson Inc, Serengeti, Zeppelin & Co.

Friends: 

9Health Fair, Art Institute of Colorado, Book Buffs, Ltd., Colorado 
Endowment for the Humanities, Downtown Denver Partnership, 
Golden Triangle Arts District


