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Types of 
Designation 
National
National Historic Landmarks 
(highest honor)
National Register of Historic Places 
- Individual or District

State
State Register of Historic 
Properties - Individual or District

Local
Denver Landmark Designation -
Individual or District



What is Denver Landmark Preservation?
“It is the sense of the council that the economic, cultural and aesthetic standing of 

this city cannot be maintained or enhanced by disregarding the historical, 
architectural and geographic heritage of the city and by ignoring the destruction or 

defacement of such cultural assets.” 



• Established in 1967

• Currently 355 Individual Landmark structures, 58 Historic 
Districts

• ~4.5% of buildings in Denver are designated (1 in 25 
structures)



• 12 Professionals, including a 
dedicated inspector & 
operations assistant

• 9-member volunteer 
commission

• Preservation & design 
professionals

• Appointed by the Mayor

• 9-member volunteer 
commission

• Community member, 
preservation, & design 
professionals

• Appointed by the Mayor

Landmark Preservation Staff
Landmark Preservation 

Commission (LPC)
Lower Downtown Design Review 

Commission (LDDRC)

Who is Denver Landmark Preservation?



What does Denver Landmark 
Preservation Review?

Historic Designations

Design Review for exterior alterations

City Wide Demolition & Certificates of 
Demolition Eligibility

Residential Tax Credits



Historic 
Designations





• Civic Center Historic District
• Speer Boulevard Historic 

Parkway
• Denver US Mint
• Byers-Evans house
• Carpenter Goth Houses
• Ten-Winkel Towers
• Evans School
• Coming Soon!: Cadillac 

Lofts

Denver Landmarks & 
Historic Districts 

in Golden Triangle



Designation Criteria: Meet 3 out of 10
A. Direct association with a significant historic event or with the historical development of the city, state, or nation; 

B. Direct and substantial association with a recognized person or group of persons who had influence on society; 

C. Embodies the distinctive visible characteristics of an architectural style or type; 

D. Significant example of the work of a recognized architect or master builder;  

E. Contain elements of design, engineering, materials, craftsmanship, or artistic merit which represent a 
significant innovation or technical achievement; 

F. Represents an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood, community or contemporary city, due to its 
prominent location or physical characteristics; 

G. Promotes understanding and appreciation of the urban environment by means of distinctive physical 
characteristics or rarity; 

H. Represents an era of culture or heritage that allows an understanding of how the site was used by past 
generations; 

I. Physical attribute of a neighborhood, community, or the city that is a source of pride or cultural understanding;  

J. Associated with social movements, institutions, or patterns of growth or change that contributed significantly to 
the culture of the neighborhood, community, city, state, or nation

History

Architecture

Geography

Culture



Designation Process

Pre-app with 
Landmark Staff

1

Community & 
Neighborhood 
Outreach

2

Application 
Submitted to 
Landmark 
Preservation

3

Community 
Meetings &         
Office Hours

4

Landmark 
Preservation 
Commission 
Review 

5

Denver 
Planning Board 
Review

6

City Council 
Review & 
Approval

7

Ordinance 
Signed by the 
Mayor

8

2 3 5 8



Cadillac 
Lofts

• Landmark Preservation 
Commission – June 21, 
2022

• Land use, Transportation 
and Infrastructure 
Committee – July 12, 2022

• City Council Public Hearing –
5:30 pm, August 15, 2022



Demolition



CITYWIDE DEMOLITION REVIEW
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Posted for 21 Days

*Statistics do not include withdrawn applications or demolitions in historic districts. CNHS = Certificate of Non-Historic Status. CDE = Certificate of Demolition Eligibility. 

Demolition & CNHS/CDE Applications - 2016 to 2021 (through Nov.)*



900 BANNOCK ST & 907 ACOMA ST



Design Review



Landmark doesn’t review:

x Interior alterations
x Paint colors
x Repairs and maintenance 

(painting, minor replacement in 
kind, etc.)

x Storm windows
x Plants or trees
x Work below grade

Landmark does review:

 New construction
 Additions
 Garages and ADUs
 Egress windows
 Window and door replacement
 Roofing

 Exterior alterations 
 Electric & mechanical
 Fences and Retaining Walls
 Curb cuts
 Solar
 Signage

 Exterior work that requires a building or zoning permit



Guiding 
Documents



SOLAR



WINDOW & DOOR REPLACEMENT



BASEMENT EGRESS WINDOWS



ADDITIONS



ACCESSORY STRUCTURES



NEW CONSTRUCTION



FENCES & SITE WORK



Tax Credits & 
Financial 
Incentives



Income producing properties
25% credit on qualified cost up to $ 2 million
20% credit on qualified cost of 2 million or more up to $1 
million in credits

Residential properties 
20% Credit on Qualified Cost up to $50,000 in credits



BENEFITS OF 
DESIGNATION OR LISTING

• Honor the past for future generations

• Some properties eligible for:
• Colorado State Historical Fund grants

• Property values: 
• Designation is a stabilizing factor
• Hold their value during lean economic 

times



Questions?
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